THE THIRTY=-SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


FOWN: OF” MILLS 


Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 1921 


ON 
GP” a » 


pow ESR 


MILLIS, MASS.: 
G. W. Woo.vert, Book AND JoB PRINTER 
1922 


THE RECORDS 
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ANNUAL MEETING, FEB. 14, 1921 


Article tr. To choose a Moderator for one year, a Town 
Clerk for one year, a Town Treasurer for one year, Two 
Constables for one year, One Auditor for. one year, 
One Tree Warden for one year, One Selectman for 
three years, One Overseer of the Poor for three years, 
One Assessor for three years, One School Committee for 
three years, One Trustee of the Public Library for three 
years, One Water Commissioner for three years, One 
Park Commissioner for three years, One Tax Collector 
for one year, One Cemetery Commissioner for three years, 
One Sewer Commissioner for three years. Three Fence 
Viewers for one year, Two Field Drivers for one year. Also 
to vote “Yes” or “No’’ in answer to the question, “Shall 
License be granted for the Sale of Non-Intoxicating Bever- 
ages in this town?” All of the above to be on one ballot 
The polls will be opened at 615 A.M., and may be 
closed at 1.30 o’clock in the afternoon. 
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Voted to appropriate $200.00 for maintenance of law and 
order, 

Art. 7. Tosee if the town will appropriate the sum of 
$1000.00, authorized by the state forthe suppression of the 
gypsy and brown tail moths, 

Voted to appropriate $1000.00 for the Suppression of the 
Gypsy and Brown Tail Moths. 


Art. 8. To see if the town will appropriate sum of 
$6000.00 for the purpose of applying tarvia to the main 
thoroughfares of the town, or act in any manner relating 
thereto. 

Voted to appropriate $5000.00 for applying tarvia to the 
main thoroughfares of the town not including Main street. 


Art. 9. To see if the town willappropriate a sum of 
money for special repairs on such streets as are selected by 
the Massachusetts Highway Commission acting in conjunc- 
tion with the state and county, or act in any manner relating 
thereto, and to borrow money in anticipation of the appro- 
prtiations made by the state and county for such work. 

Voted to appropriate $1500.00 to be used on such streets 
as are selected by the Mass. Highway Commission, providing 
the State and County furnish like sums. 

Art. 10, To see if the town will appropriate $300.00 
towards the support of the District Nurse. 

Voted. That $300.00 be appropriated towards the sup- 
port of the District Nurse. 

Art. 11. To see if the town will appropriate $500.00 
to repair Cedar street, or act in any manner relating thereto. 

Referred to and included in appropriation for Roads and 
Bridges under Article 5 of this warrant. 
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Art. 18. T see if the town will appropriate a sum of 
money for tarvia or oil and crushed stones, and maintenance 
for Main street, or act in any manner relating thereto. 

Voted to appropriate $1000.00 for tarvia or oil and 
crushed stone for Main street. 

Art. 19. To see if the town will appropriate the sum 
of three thousand dollars for a new well for the Pumping 
Station, or act in any manner relating thereto. En 

Voted to appropriate $3000.00 to dig a new yell at the 
Pumping Station. 

Art. 20. To see if the town will authoriz 
urer, with the approval of the Selectmen 
ceeding $3000.00, appropriate under art 
manner relating thereto. 

That the Treasurer be authorized with the approval of 
the Selectmen to borrow a sum not to exceed $3000.00, and 
to issue three notes of the town therefor payable in one, two 
and three years from date of first note. 

Art. 21. To see if the town will appropriate a sum not 
to exceed $2000.00 to pay land damage awards, made by the 
County Commissioners on Exchange, Curve and Union 
streets, anticipating reimbursement on the part of the 
County of Norfolk. 

Voted to appropriate $2000.00 to pay land damage 
awards on Exchange, Curve and Union Streets, anticipating 
reimbursement by the County of Norfolk. 

Art. 22. To see if the town will appropriate a sum of 
money for electric lights, or act in any manner relating 
thereto. 

Voted to appropriate $1100 for electric lights. 

Selectmen be authorized to provide additional lights as 
the money shall allow. 
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{tcan be plainly seen from the large fires in various 
places lately that a fire can get away from a sprinkler sys- 
tem. 

We have a large three-story wood hotel, the Herman 
House, that would require hard work ou our department in 
event of fire. = 

The Clicquot Club Co. have many hundred thousand 
dollars invested in brick buildings and contents amply pro- 
tected by sprinklers, yard hydrants, etc., but it is possible to 
have a serious fire even in this class building, in event that 
a fire near by or, inside of their own buildings should get a 
big start, which happens in a great many cases. 

The Safepack Co., makers of paper roofing, shingles 
and other coated paper products, from the very contents and 
processes employed make a very difficult risk to handle. 

Their buildings are stone and wood construction, and 
amply protected by the sprindlers, yard hydrants, ete, but 
we have already experienced a very difficult fire at one of 
these buildings at the time of the Crown fire. 

In Millis depot section we have close together number 
of wood houses, perhaps the biggest chance for a bad fire in 
town. ; 

Thorne’s block, Snow’s hall, Burtt Store block next to 
our fire station. The above mentioned buildings present to 
us a very serious fire hazard, as there is no individual or 
private protection inside of any of these buildings. 

The space between any of these is but a few feet, and if 
one got a fire it would be difficult to hold it to the building 
in which it started. 

There are numerous other large buildings about town 
such as Christ Church, Grange Hall, Holbrook’s store, etc., 
that would tax our department beyond the limit as it is. 
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Your Committee recommends the purchase of a Triple 
Comb. Auto Car with 500 gallon pump and 4o gallon Chemi- 
cal Tank. 

This car will cut down the time required to respond to a 
fire, will take care of small fires with chemical attachment, 
or if the fire is large give four lines of hose with 80 to go lbs. 
pressure each. 

The Firemen have voted to give the money due them 
for this year, to changing over the fire house, which we be- 
lieve can be done within the volunteered amount, giving us 
a fire house large enough for a number of years to come. 

D. C. ADAMs, 
M. B. LACrorx, 
R. F. Kine. 

Voted the report be accepted. 

Voted the article be laid on the table until the next 
town meeting, the same committee to continue until that 
time. 


Art. 27. To see if the town will appropriate a sum of 
money for repairs on park at Rockville. 

Voted to dismiss. 

Art. 28. To see if the town will appropriate a sum of 
money to purchase a loading machine, or act in any manner 
relating thereto. 

No action. 

Art. 29. That the town treasurer with approval of the 
selectmen, be and hereby is authorized to borrow money 
from time to time in anticipation of the revenue of the muni- 
cipal year beginning Jan. 1, 1921, toan amount not to ex- 
ceed $40,000, and to issue a note or notes therefore, pay- 
able within one year, any debts incurred under this vote to 
be paid from revenue of said municipal year. 
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Art. 7. To see if the Town will appropriate a sum of 
money fee the Board of Health, or act in any y manner rela~ 
ting thereto. 

Voted that $240.50 be appropriated for the ‘Beard of 
Health. 

Art. 8. To see if the Town will appropriate a sum of 
money for State Aid, o Ai D 

Voted that $200 be approp 

Art. 9. To see if the Town 
at Towle’s Corner so-called at 
same. 

Voted that the article be dismissed. 

Art. 10. To see if the Town will appropriate an 
tional sum of money for the Fire Department, or act in any 
manner relating thereto. 

Voted that $350 be appropriated for the use of the Fire 
Department. 

Art. 11. To see if the Town will accept with the ap- 
proval of the Selectmen, Cole Avenue, as laid out by the 
Millis Building Association, or act in any manuer relating 
thereto. 

Voted that Cole Avenue be accepted by the town. 

Art. 12. Tosee if the Town will appropriate a sum of 
money to purchase a Safe for the Water Commissioners’ ree- 
ords, or act in any manner relating thereto. 

Voted that $65 be appropriated for the purchase of a 
safe for the use of the Water Commissioners. 

Art. 13. To see if the Town will authorize the Water 
Commissioners to extend the water main on Union Street 
from Adams Street to the R. R. Crossing, to borrow or ap- 
propriate money for the same, or act in any manner relating 
to the same. 
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Voted that $500 be appropriated to extend the water 
main on Union Street from Adams Street to R. R. Crossing. 


Art. 14. To hear the recommendations of the Water 
Commissioners in relation to the proposed extension of the 
water main on Union Street, west from Exchange, and 
authorize the borrowing or appropriation of money for same. 

Voted that $500 be appropriated in addition to the $2000 
already appropriated. 

Art. 15. To see if the Town will appropriate an addi- 
tional sum of money for repairs on Main Street, acting in 
conjunction with the County and State, or act in any manner 
relating thereto. 

Voted that $400 be appropriated provided the State and 
County appropriate $1300 each for the same purpose. 

Art. 16. To see if the Town will appropriate an addi- 
tional sum of money for repairs on Village Street, acting in 
conjunction with the County and State, or act in any manner 
relating thereto. 

Voted that $1500 be appropriated, providing the State 
and County appropriate a like amount. 

Voted that the sum of $9000 be appropriated for repairs 
on Village Street, be expended under the direction of the 
Selectmen upon contract to the lowest responsible bidder. 

Art. 17, To see if the Town will appropriate an addi- 
tional some of money for Snow, or act in any manner re- 
lating thereto. 

Voted that $75 be appropriate for snow. 

Art. 18. To grant money appropriated in the foregoing 
articles. 

Voted to grant $8330.50 appropriated under the forego- 
ing articles, 

Adjourned, 

Iioyvp C. Kine, 
Clerk pro. tem. 
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THIRD MEETING, JULY 29, 1921 
Meeting called to order by the Town Clerk at 8.15 P.M. 
In the absense of the Annual Moderator, Rudolph F. King 
was chosen and qualified as Moderator pro. tem. 
Owing to small attendance. Voted to adjourn the meet- 
ing and warrant to Thursday Evening, August 4, 1921, at 8 
o'clock. ‘ 


AUGUST 4, 1921 

Meeting called to order by G. P. Holbrook, Moderator, 
at 8.20 P.M. 

69 voters present. . 

Article 1. To see if the Town will vote to amend the 
vote passed under Article 3 of the warrant for the special 
meeting held on May 12, 1921, so as to read as follows: - 
Voted: That the town appropriate the sum of $10,000 for 
the purchase of a motor fire truck; and to meet said appro- 
priation that there be raised in the current year’s levy the 
sum of $1,000, and thatthe treasurer, with the approval of. 
the selectmen, be and hereby is authorized to issue notes 
to an amount not exceeding $9,000, payable in accordance 
with the provisions ot Chapter 44 of the General Laws which 
relate to loans issued for departmental equipment, said 
amount to be paid in not more than five years from the 
date of issue of the first bond or note issued, or act in any 
manner relating thereto. 

Chap. 1, Sec. 40f Town By-Laws not allowing action. 
No action taken. 

Art. 2. To see ifthe town will vote to authorize the 
treasurer with the approval of the selectmen, to borrow the 
sum of $2,500 appropriated ($2,000 under Art. 16 of meeting 
of Feb. 14, 1921 and $500 under Art. 14 of meeting of May 
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1. The triangle at the corner as fain and Main Streets 
consisting of about 1-2 acre. 

2. The triangle at Rackville Corner consi 
three ac 

3. The open field on ‘Main Street opposite Heciany 
Street, consisting of about 5 ac Rl 

4. A section of land d 
School lot, extending back to 
joining the open field just met 
proximately | 


ioned, consisting ‘of ap- 


S. ghts of way from this property to Blain and 
Spring Streets. 
The Union and Main Street 


und Rockvi e Corner tracts 
are prominent and marked locations it and town 
ownership will preserve them as sightl y weenie spaces 
and prevent their being made unsightly by erection of build- 
ings or otherwise. 

Recommendations Nos. 3, 4 and 5 would provide a com- 
bined area of about 15 acres with approaches from Main, 
Spring and Plain Streets. In this tract is included a fine 
grove of pine, oak, etc., a 5 acre field suitable for athletic 
purposes, and opportunity to extend the High School play- 
grounds. 

‘The committee recommends that these items be taken 
up separately, discussed and voted upon for the purpose of 
determining the sentiment of voters of the town. 

If this sentiment is favorable we recommend an appre- 
priation of $200.00 to be expended in making a survey to de- 
termine boundaries and area, including a typographical sur- 
vey if the appropriation is sufficient, to be made under the 
direction of the Park Commissioners, with the Park Commit- 
tee continued as an advisory committee to assist the Park 


Comuissieners. 
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HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT. 


Good Roads Machinery Co., 


parts for scraper $26 20 
J. A. Chaisson, sharpening 
pick, making sewer man- 
hole plates 22 35 
J. H. Shannon, sharpening 
picks, making grates 15 83 
Herbert Wiggin, labor 5 3-4 dys. 23 00 
Moody Richardson, ‘‘ 5 ** 20 00 
E. L. Richardson, team 6 5-8 ‘* 53 00 
ra take 
8 50 


T. J. McCarthy, labor 2 1-8 
S. Novick, 22 loads gravel 
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Good Roads Machinery Co., 
parts for scraper 20 50 
J. A. Chaisson, sharpening picks 13 40 
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We recommend an appropriation of $2000 for the com- 


ing year. 


Receipts. 
Appropriations $1400 00 
Specials 473 78 

Expenditures. 

x a x 

W. H. Holbrook Co., groceries 174 5° 
Thorne Bros., fuel 75 80 
E. F. Richardson, milk 48 93 


269 23 


The Cemetery Commissioners submit the following re- 


port: 
Receipts. 


J. P. Morgan Co., Northern Pacific Railroad bond $1000 00 
Sale of lots — 


George A. Kingsbury 25 00 
Mrs. Arthur Albee 10 00 35 09 


Sale of wood— 


Clark Stevens 5 00 
William Hamm 6 00 II 00 
Withdrawal from trust funds 608 40 
$1654 40 
Payments, 
Paid up Certificate Medfield Co-operative Bank 1000 00 


Deposits in Mary Adams fund, lots sold 35 00 
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TEREE-TRONtC 
TREE W ARDEN’ S REPORT. 


Town grant for Tree Warden | Dept. and Elm Leaf 


Beetle $700 00 
Everett L. Coldwell labor and supplies 62 60 
Lloyd C. King x 122 30 
Arthur Choate 23 94 05 
Fred Coldwell Mo TIO 45 
Arthur Shannon 4 and team 168 93 
Harry Shannon ie 21 00 
Martin King co 16 10 
Fred Porter by 29 00 
C. E. Simpson oe 75 00 


Total payments 699 43 


Balance on hand RY f 
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REPORT OF THE WATER COM- 
; MISSIONERS. 


To ‘THe CirizeNs oF MiILLIs, MASss: 


The following is the amount of the sinking fund of the 


water works: 


Government bonds 2500 
ee aes 3007 
<4 5000 
Franklin Savings bank 185 
Newton Ls ~. 772 


86888 
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Payments. 
1-2 interest at 5 1-4 per cent for one year 
on $60000 Sewer loan SEIS 751 COM 
1-2 note of $3000 paid Oct. 1, 1921 “1500 00 3075 00 
$ | 06 


The assessments received from the property owners is 
used as a fund, from which one-half the interest and one- 
half of the principal is to be paid on the town of Millis Sewer 
loan of $60,000. 

For that reason, this fund will be kept invested where it 
can be drawn as needed and earn interest at the same time. 

The Treasurer by advice of the Sewer Commissioners 
has invested as follows: 


Deposited in Medway Savings bank 11714 06 
Paid-up certificates Medfield Co-operative bank 2000 00 
$13714 06 


The appeals to the Court, made by the J. M. Herman 
Shoe Company, the Safe Pack Mills Company, and the Clic- 
quot Club Company, from the special asseesments made by 
the Sewer Commissioners and accepted by the town, are still 
pending. The Clicquot Club Company has recently paid the 
full amount of its special assessment. This has been proper- 
ly invested by the Sewer Commissiouers in the local banks. 

Evan F,. RICHARDSON, 
HERBERT H. THORNE, 
GEORGE P. HoLproox, 
Sewer Commissioners. 


1921. 
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FIRES IN MILLIS. 


Roach’s chimney. 
Woods. 
Grass A. Adams. 

‘* Williams, 
Alarm for Medfield. 
C. E. Simpson's house, 
Grass Stewert. 

* Wambolt. 
Woods roadside to Medway. 
Grass Broad Meadows. 
Helstein barn. 
Wambolt’s. 
Grass Hosmer’s, 
Logs Thrasher’s. 
Shed Morrill house. 
Mazara house 
Grass Hosmer’s, 
Helstein house, 


We recommend an appropriation of $100.00 with the dog 


tax. 


Appropriation 
Dog tax 


Librarian 


De Wolf Fiske Co., 


G. W. Woolvett 
Magazines 


Receipts. 
S50 oo 
169 I4 
$210 14 
Expenditures. 
$120 oo 
hooks 23 56 
75 
23 55 


$167 86 


Lours LACRorx. 
HERBERT H. THORNE, 
Epw. E. ADAMS, 
Trustees of Library. 


Balance 
Framingam Trust Co., tax note discounted 
Commonwealth of Mass., Corp. tax, domestic 

ee Bn Pia income school fund 

ss ed income tax 1919 
ea AS . ort es TOPO 
Corp. tax, foreign 
Norfolk County Main St. land damage 

iY “ Exchange, Curve and Union Sts. 
land damage 

on highway account 
Cemetery Dept. to Gypsy Moth Dept. 
N. Y., N. H. & H.R. R. Co. fire damages 
Town of Medfield, fire services 
Selectmen license money 
District Court, fines 
Commonwealth of Mass., school tuition 

ks ge) a “supervision 
highway commission 
inspection of animals 
Wildey Savings bank, tax notes 

a ss ‘* water loan, 5 nates of S500 


“ “ 6c 


ay an cs 


each, at 5 1-4 per cent, due 1923-1927 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 


To the School Committee of Millis: 
School Conditions. 

School conditions indicate community conditions. Well 
kept buildings, efficient teachers, properly trained pupils are 
evidence of what the people really desire—and are determined 
to have. All service, public or private, helps to shape the 
growth of the state, but that of the public schools is of st- 
preme importance since it traius those to whom is entrusted 
the future welfare of the nation. 

Money spent for the betterment of the public schools is 
money spent for the betterment of each individual citizen. 
The results in the last analysis are what the people actually 
wish. School authorities may recommend appropriations, 
but the people vote the money. The responsibility, however. 


System. 

A good system or regulated ways of doing things is ne- 
cessary for the proper conduct of any business. Too much 
system, however, defeats its own and by hindering instead of 
helping progress. Schools are graded to meet the needs of 
pupils of different ages and degrees of adyancement. Dis- 
cernment and good judgment are necessary, however, in 
dealing with individual boys and girls.* 

If certain pupils are really fitted for advancement, it is 
an injustice to hold them back simply to mark time with a 


mrs 


special grade; if others are incapable of kee ping: p with 
regular class work, they shou ld hep ii 

they belong. In ma 
is the only true solut 
not be praised for po ui 
blamed for correspo : S Effort and 
the part of each indiy idual fos the true basis | 
success. 


Publicity 

Publicity or advertising is usually associated “ae the 
commercial world. Every business and pl v 
ever, has its own way of advert sing and the pub 
are not exempt. The strongest BNC HG for 
is the character and ability of t 
graduates measures the stand: titution. 
may reach the publie in various ways. Report cards, ex- 
hibits, work sent home and talks with parents are all ways 
of influence for good. The responsibility, however, is not 
on the teachers alone. Parents can greatly help to improve 
the entire spirit of school work by their sympathy, apprecia- 


tiou and support. 


Elementary Schools. 
Outline for the Year, 
1. Physical Training. 
Term Schedule. 
Language and Arithmetic. 
Examinations. 
Monthly Papers. 
Sept.— Writing. 
Oct.—Arithmetic. 
Nov.—Language. 
Dec.— Writing. 
Jan.—Geography, 


SHE aS 


PRINCIPAL'S REPORT. 
Mill 
Mr. A. S. Ames, Supt. of Schools. 

T beg Jeave to present for your consideration the follow- 
ing report of the Principal of the High School. In submit- 
ting this I wish first to thank you for your support duri ng the 
past year. 

The High School, which may admit students to the col- 
leges onthe New England College Entrance Certificate list 
has just been given the certifi e privilege by Cornell Uni- 
versity. I consider this a privilege which few High Schools 
of this sizepossess. 

We now have what I believe to be the largest enroll- 
ment that this school has ever had. However, the work 
has gone on smoothly. 

Material progress has been made in the development of a 
health program in the High School. H ygiene is offered in 
the sophomore year. Hach pupil in school is expected to de. 
vote one period a week to physical training, but because we 
have no gymnasium that is omitted during the winter months 
and basket ball for both boys and girls has been substituted. 

In closing I wish to thank the teachers for their steadfast 
efforts and parents and citizens for their support and co 
operation. I would also express my deep appreciation of the 
harmonious relations that have characterized the work of the 
School Committee. In these times it is rare to find such 
uniform consideration and courtesy and such cordial co- 
operation and harmonizing of differences in view points. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WINTHROP M. JoHNson. 


Mass., Jan. 23, 1922. 
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